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June Birthdays 
       HAPPY BIRTHDAY  

     TO YOU!  
 
 
 1ðMarcella McCartney  18ï Jean Funk 
 9ï Oliver Wagner           19ï Morgan Potts 
       10ï Greg Harris            22ðHershey Bare 
       11ðMakenzi QuinnKnauff   26ðPerry Smith 
       12ðDavid Shuey, Jr.   28ðBrandan Moyer       1 
       14ðDustin Sider    29ðTerri Light 
       17ðAlayna Swartz          Elaine Eckert 
                               30ðMelanie Van Der Ploog 
                 
              
            

 
       

                                     

 

June 
Anniversaries 

 
        
         2ð Neal & Elaine Eckert (1979) 
       10ðGlenn & Barbara Hess (1961) 
       17ðAl & Kathy Tingstrom (1995) 
       18ðBill & Mary Zimmerman (1960) 
          ð Sam & Stacy Shrefler (2005) 
       20ðFrantz & Miriam Dengler (1954) 
       21ðBill & Deb Tice (1975) 
       23ðDennis & Dawn Gearhart (1974) 
       24ðRonald Trisha Potts (2000) 
       29ðWayne & Jean Funk (1958) 
       30ðHershey & Mary Ann Bare (1962) 
 
 
 
 

 LET ME CALL YOU                     
         SWEETHEART 
   IôM IN LOVE WITH YOU! 
 

Dustin Sider, Pastor                                Fairland Brethren in Christ Church               Email: fairlandch@comcast.net               
Office: 717-272-4276           529 W. Penn Ave. Cleona, PA 17042             Website:  fairlandchurch.org                   
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On Friday and Saturday, May 7-8, 42 women gathered at 
the Lantern Lodge in Myerstown for Fairlandôs Annual 
Womenôs Retreat. The theme for this year was ñShoes For 
The Soulò. On Friday evening, Stacy Shrefler opened with 
a story about a pair of Mary Jane Shoes that she pur-
chased and had to throw away after one wearing because 
they got scuffed. She made the comparison that God 
doesnôt discard us, He simply picks us up, cleans us off 
and makes us new again. Faithe Wagner shared with the 
ladies how God protected her when she traveled across 
Africa as a young woman, how she trusted a complete 
stranger to help her find her way and how God gave her 

boldness to retrieve her valued guitar when a robber tried to steal it.  Then Kathy Tingstrom blessed us with 
her testimony of how she came to the Lord and how the Lord has priority in her life and the ways in which 
He uses her as a worker in His Kingdom. The evening ended with a time of wonderful fellowship: Playing 
board games, watching a DVD of Anita Renfro or just engaging in conversation with friends. After breakfast 
on Saturday and a time of  praise and worship, Stacy Shrefler shared two more shoe stories: One about a 
pair of steel tipped boots, never to be worn again, that were given to a man who felt like he just discovered 
gold and another about a woman who wore shoes 2 sizes too small, because they looked good with her 
outfit. It revealed truth about trying to fit in somewhere or someplace where we donôt belong. We also heard 
how God provided for Evie Hoover and her husband, 
Herb, when things and situations seemed almost im-
possible, God protected them and brought them 
through. Cindy Smithôs story taught us how God pro-
tected her through her childhood and young adult  
years. And also, how her own little boy, by holding a 
cactus in the palm of his hand, brought her back to       
Jesus. Then Dawn Gearhart took us for a walk in her 

shoes and how each style of shoe ushered in phases of 
her life and the trials and joys she experienced. Deb           
Phillippy closed with her testimony on how God turned mis-
takes into blessings, the effects of disobedience and how 
God puts us back on track when we take detours. Every-
one thoroughly enjoyed the retreat and returned home with 

many valuable lessons, blessings, knowing others better, things to meditate upon and also many blessings 
that the Lord provides for which we can be thankful.   

To read the full account go to our website @: www.fairlandchurch.org 
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     On Monday, May 3rd, 29 Seniors gathered at 9:30AM on Fairlandôs parking lot to proceed to Wert Book                            
     Binding for a tour of their facility. The tour was very educational and informative and we learned much                      
     about new projects which Wert is undertaking and saw many  very old books and papers that are there                              
     for restoration. One large family Bible, there for  restoration, was valued at $1,700.00. Great  care must be    
     taken with an item such as this for it  cannot be replaced. Following the tour,  we made our way to the                                                  
     Farmerôs Wife for  lunch and a great time of fun   
     and ffellowship.  
 
     NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting for the sen-
iors will be held Monday, June 7th at 11AM in Fair-
land Fellowship Hall. Jim Hess will bring us up to 
date on the ñEl Salvador Water Projectò. You will re-
joice to hear results of wells (some we helped to 
drill) in that country. 
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PRE -REGISTRATION BEGINS: MAY 30TH -  PRE -REGISTER AT:                

717 -272 -4276 OR ON LINE  www.fairlandchurch.org  BY JUNE 13TH                    

FOR A CHANCE TO WIN THE HIDDEN TREASURE PRIZE BAG  
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 During the course of my reading books and maga-
zines as well as trips up and down the radio dial I've 
noticed that there are some big name, well respected 
Pastors and Evangelists who assert that the church in 
America today is in a serious state of decline.  On the 
surface, that seems like a bit of an overstatement.  Af-
ter all, there are lots of churches around and they all 
seem to be doing OK.  There's lots of Christian Minis-
tries and TV evangelists who seem to be filling seats.  
Locally, it seems like the big churches are getting big-
ger, and it's been my experience that when you visit an 
unfamiliar church, it seems to be filled with warm, 
friendly folks who are committed to making you feel 
welcome. 
So what's the problem?  Why do some Christian lead-
ers claim the church is in trouble? 
     The answer lies within the basic concept of Trans-
formation as it is explained in Romans 12:2  ñDo not 
conform any longer to the pattern of this world,           
but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.  
Then you will be able to test and approve what 
God's will is ï his good, pleasing and perfect will.ò 
Is the church transforming the world, or is the world 
transforming the church?  We know from history that 
Christianity has the ability to completely change a cul-
ture, not with huge programs and expenditures but with 
the power of individual transformed disciples interacting 
with others and sharing the message and love of 
Christ.  It happened in ancient Rome when the plague 
hit and everyone left town except the Christians who 
stayed to care for the sick.  It happened in the eighteen 
hundreds when William Willburforce finally convinced 
British parliament to abolish slavery, and it happened in 
some measure recently in the aftermath of the Amish 
massacre at Nickel Mines. 
       Do today's Christians have what it takes to reverse 
the trend of cultural decline?  The latest statistics are 
staggering.  Consider this:  According to Barna re-
search, out of the two thirds of younger people ages 18 
to 41 claim to have made a commitment to Christ at 
some point in their life, only 3% hold a Biblical world-
view, and 9% for older adults. This study used the fol-
lowing criteria as a biblical worldview:  1) Believes that 
Jesus Christ lived a sinless life 2)God is the all-
powerful and all-knowing Creator of the universe and 
he still rules it today 3) Salvation is a gift from God and 
cannot be earned 4) Satan is real 5) A Christian has a 
responsibility to share his or her faith in Christ with 
other people 6) The Bible is accurate in all of the princi-
ples it teaches 7) Unchanging moral truth exists 8) 
Such moral truth is defined by the Bible.  According to 
this same research from Barna, the predominance of 
marginal Christianity in America makes it less appeal-

ing to outsiders because they don't see any difference 
between Christians and everyone else, so what's the 
point.  This is a shame because many of these same 
people are searching for spiritual depth and relevance 
in their lives.  There have been a lot of missed opportu-
nities. 
     Some major Christian ministries have already identi-
fied this trend and are taking steps to address it.  A few 
years ago Willow Creek did a big study to evaluate the 
effectiveness of their ministries and found that they 
were largely ineffective in promoting discipleship and 
spiritual growth, even though they had tremendous 
growth in attendance.  They're making adjustments and 
changing their focus. 
     Focus on the Family has produced an intensive thir-
teen week study designed to promote authentic Chris-
tian Transformation and shore up the underpinnings of 
our Biblical worldview called ñThe Truth Projectò  This 
study will be available at Fairland in a small group for-
mat in the near future and as an on-going project so 
everyone who wishes to will be able to participate. I 
strongly encourage you to be a part of one of these 
groups as they become available, it will change your 
life and renew your confidence that Biblical Truth 
speaks to every aspect of your life in a tangible way. 
     What's the problem with the church today? It's mar-
ginal Christianity.  In Revelation 3:15-16 God speaks to 
the Church in Laodicea:  ñI know your deeds, that 
you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you  were either 
one or the other!  So, because you are lukewarm -
neither hot nor cold -I am about to spit you out of 
my mouth.ò  Let's join together and help each other to 
seek the depth of faith that will transform our lives and 

bring healing to a fallen world, before it's too late. 
                                                      Dave Eshleman 

WHAT'S WRONG WITH THE CHURCH TODAY?  
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Sonshine Child Care celebrated 13 years on May 13th, 2010 with an evening of fun. There were approximately 70 
people in  attendance to participate in games and activities to promote healthy eating and keeping active. The 
Jumpinô Jitney and Realistik Martial Arts even joined in the fun. Children and their families enjoyed playing vegeta-
ble twister, soccer, blowing bubbles, marching with music, and more. All children received T-shirts and a picture of 
their class to commemorate the year. We concluded the evening with numerous door prizes. A great time was had 

by all. We look forward to beginning another year of learning, growing and building relationships.  
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                

     On Monday, May 3rd, 29 Seniors gathered at 9:30AM on Fairlandôs parking lot to proceed to Wert Book                            
     Binding for a tour of their facility. The tour was very educational and informative and we learned much                      
     about new projects which Wert is undertaking and saw many  very old books and papers that are there                              
     for restoration. One large family Bible, there for  restoration, was valued at $1,700.00. Great  care must be    
     taken with an item such as this for it  cannot be replaced. Following the tour,  we made our way to the                                                  
     Farmerôs Wife for  lunch and a great time of fun   
     and ffellowship.  
 
     NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting for the sen-
iors will be held Monday, June 7th at 11AM in Fair-
land Fellowship Hall. Jim Hess will bring us up to 
date on the ñEl Salvador Water Projectò. You will re-
joice to hear results of wells (some we helped to 
drill) in that country. 

On Wednesday, April 14th, John and I were part of a small  
group of people who had the opportunity to see the collec-
tion of artifacts from the Holy Land at the Evangelical Theo-
logical  Seminary in Myerstown. We saw many interesting 
pieces such as oil lamps, receipts for sales that were writ-
ten in stone, jugs used to carry water, stones similar to the 
ones David used  to Kill Goliath and even vials which had 
held mascara.  Also among this unique collection is the ar-
mor used by soldiers, which reminded me of the Armor of God we are instructed to put on in 
Ephesians Chapter 6.  Another fascinating artifact to see was a piece of an actual scroll with 
Hebrew writing on it believed to be from the book of Genesis.  We had a very knowledge-
able guide who showed us the collection and provided  many interesting tidbits of informa-
tion.  If you get the chance, take the time to go to the Evangelical Theological Seminary and  
take a look at this very unique collection of artifact.                                         Cindy Moyer 
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